no TURKEY, GREECE AND THE GREAT POWERS

last two ambassadors. Sir John Finch arrived at Con-
stantinople in 1674, while the great Mohammed Kuprili's
great son Ahmed still controlled the destinies of the
Ottoman Empire, and this Grand Vizier knew how to
temper tyranny with discretion. But his successor Mus-
tafa richly deserved his epithet Kara, or " Black/' His
Grand Vizierate (1676-1683) marked one of the darkest
eras both for his country and for the foreigners who dwelt
in it: " My Lord/' reported our ambassador, " affairs in
this Court are incredible, indicible, nay really inconceiv-
able. What is true to-day, is not so to-morrow. No
promise is strong enough to bind. No reasons, be they
never so cogent, powerful enough to persuade. Im-
petuous passion, accompanied with avarice, overrules
all laws and Capitulations." *

The Grand Vizier had a Kehaya, or Assistant, of his
own complexion, and the two,between them devoted all
the time they could spare from mismanaging the Sultan's
affairs to the invention of pretexts for robbing .his guests.
Vast sums were screwed out of all the foreign ministers
and merchants, including our own, by the simple expedi-
ent of taking away the Capitulations. Sir John Finch,
like his colleagues, had to repurchase at a fancy price
the privileges which alone stood between the English
colony and utter ruin. That, however, did not save him
from further molestation. Both the Frank by giving
and the Turk by exacting simply fulfilled their normal
functions. So long as there was a cow to milk the Grand
Vizier could not resist the temptation of milking her.
The process culminated in an avania that brought the
poor ambassador's career to a timely end. It was a case
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